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Meet your new Committee Member 
 
 Born in Brisbane, Australia but now living in Nevada, USA, I first came 

across Lawrence while in the Royal Australian Navy in the early 1990s. His 

Twenty-seven Articles was distributed to all 

onboard our ship as we steamed towards the Middle 

East, and this first introduction left me intrigued 

about the man and his legacy. Years later, I was 

lucky enough to briefly live and travel in the Mid-

dle East where Lawrenceôs influence was evident to 

see, none more so than in the airport bookstores 

where every book written on Lawrence, including 

his own, were for sale. It was then I made my mind 

up to read more about the man, his exploits and also 

join the Society. 

 After being a Society member for several 

years, I lost touch due to an overseas relocation 

where mail delivery was non-existent. Upon return to Australia, I made up for 

lost time by ordering the journals I had missed, and gave thought to helping the 

Society where I could. To me, this was the best way to take my knowledge and 

understanding of Lawrence to the next level. Aware that we were likely to move 

again, I didnôt want to over-commit only to disappoint. Earlier this year I offered 

to assist with the newsletter where I could, initially with editing individual arti-

cles, but this soon changed into editing the whole newsletter. And true to form, 

another relocation occurred mid-year to the USA. But in todayôs connected 

world, it doesnôt really matter where you are as long as you can get a decent In-

ternet connection and email. 

 When I began to edit this newsletter in August, north-eastern Nevada was 

having a hot, dry summer with several records either tied or broken for highest 

temperatures, or the most continuous number of days above 95хF. As I now finish 
the newsletter in mid-October, weôre starting to see cold days, freezing nights and 

the odd snow fall. Lawrence would have been right at home in Nevada with the 

high-altitude desert resembling parts of the Middle East, though Iôm not too sure 

what heôd make of the current politics in this part of the world.  

ñ ñ 

Jason Nitz 

The printing press is the greatest weapon in the armoury of the  

modern commander. 

        T.E. Lawrence 
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Shepheardôs Hotel, Cairo 
Ray Bishop delves into his fatherôs memories to take us on a tour of the iconic 

hotel where Lawrence once stayed. 

 

 Before, during and after two world wars the name óShepheardôsô conjured 

up images of one of the most famous hotels in the world. In its heyday, this Cairo 

hotel on the banks of the Nile was favoured 

by royalty, military leaders, politicians, ce-

lebrities and the affluent. My familiarity with 

the name stems from my fatherôs memorable 

tale of seeing a piano, surplus to Anzac re-

quirements, being launched from an upstairs 

window of the hotel. When initially stationed 

in the city Lawrence would have been very 

conscious of Shepheardôs significance and 

place in the general scheme of things. I offer 

this brief note on the character of a unique 

establishment of that past. 

 The Shepheard Hotel was founded in 

1851 by the Englishman Samuel Shepheard. 

Undoubtedly enterprising, he was said to be a 

ómodel John Bullô. In time it would become 

known as Shepheardôs Hotel; by the end of 

the century it was world-renowned.  


